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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. This Office action is in response to the reply filed on March 22, 2011. 

2. Claims 6 through 12 remain in the application, all as amended, either directly or indirectly. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on March 22, 201 1 have been fully considered but they e not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments that the Fischer et al. reference fails to show a plurality of 
sensors located in a single zone, it is hereby noted in response that pending claims are required to be 
broadly interpreted, and as such, claimed areas/portions/zones/volumes in an apparatus which fail to have 
strict boundaries or structures associated therewith are not strictly limited to areas/portions/zones/volumes 
as identified in the prior art but can be read on reasonable corresponding areas/portions/zones/volumes as 
noted in greater detail below. 

Additionally, applicant cannot rely on new matter and/or indefinite limitations in the claims as 
amended for patentability, as also explained in greater detail below, by relying on the newly added 
limitations relating to the control unit deriving an actual ambient temperature value for the cabin zone 
from a plurality of individual ambient temperature values. 

Thus, applicant's traversal of the prior art rejections based on the Fischer et al. reference are not 
found persuasive. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings were received on March 22, 201 1. These drawings are hereby approved. 

Specification 

5. Receipt and entry of the amended abstract filed on March 22, 201 1 is hereby acknowledged. 
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6. The amended abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the term "an actual temperature 
value" in the statement "The electronic control unit derives an actual ambient temperature value for the at 
least one cabin zone from the plurality of individual ambient temperature values" appearing in the 
amended abstract is not clear because an actual temperature value is generally, by definition, a 
temperature value which is measured-not derived or calculated. Thus the term "actual" appears to be 
used contrary to its standard meaning in the abstract to refer to a derived or calculated value. Correction 
is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

7. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed 
subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the following is required: 
there appears to no proper antecedent basis in the specification for the newly recited "actual ambient 
temperature value" which corresponds to an ambient temperature derived by the electronic control unit 
from the plurality of individual ambient temperature values for the at least one cabin zone. It is, in fact, 
unclear as to which temperature value as mentioned in the specification the term "actual ambient 
temperature value" corresponds to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

8. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

9. Claims 6 through 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claims contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), 
at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. As amended, claims 6 
through 12 newly recite an "actual ambient temperature value", but the originally filed disclosure fails to 
describe or otherwise even refer to such an actual ambient temperature value which is derived by the 
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electronic control unit from the plurality of individual ambient temperature values for the at least one 
cabin zone. As such, this newly recited limitation appears to constitute impermissible new matter. 

10. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

11. Claims 6 through 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Base claim 6 as amended now recites "an electronic control unit coupled to the plurality of 
temperature sensors and configured to derive an actual ambient temperature value for the at least one 
cabin zone from the plurality of individual ambient temperature values for the at least one cabin zone", 
but it is appears to be contrary to the common meaning of the term "actual" that "an actual ambient 
temperature value" is "derived" as opposed to measured. Where applicant acts as his or her own 
lexicographer lo specifically define a term of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written 
description must clearly redefine the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one 
reasonably skilled in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process 
Control Corp. v. HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. Cir. 1999). 
Thus, the term "actual" in the claims appears to be used by the claims to mean "derived", while the 
accepted meaning is "existing" or "real". The term is indefinite because the specification does not clearly 
redefine the term. 

The limitations following "wherein" in newly added claim 12 are not readily comprehensible, in 
part because the predetermined value is equated to a threshold temperature range, as opposed to a 
threshold temperature value, thus further rendering the claim indefinite with regard to the metes and 
bounds of protection sought thereby. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

13. As best can be understood in view of the indefiniteness of the claims, claims 6 through 12 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fischer et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,479,983; 
previously of record). 

Fischer et al. discloses a passenger aircraft 1 essentially as claimed, including, for example: a 
cabin IB subdivided into a plurality of cabin zones (i.e., with one zone being arbitrarily identified as zone 
2 and the other zone being arbitrarily identified as the combination of zones 3 and 4) supplied with feed 
air via respective supply lines 1 1 through 16; a temperature sensor system including a plurality of discrete 
temperature sensors 18 to 20 arranged so that a plurality of these sensors (i.e., at least two sensors) are 
located in at least the one zone which is the combination of zones/areas 3 and 4 (note that alternately 
sensors 35 through 40 disposed in the respective zone supply lines 11 through 16 spaced from each other 
along a lengthwise direction of the various zones 2. 3. and 4 as shown in Figure 1 could be interpreted as 
being located in a corresponding zone); an electronic control unit 41 and/or 49 as shown in Figure 4 
configured to derive measured ambient temperature values from sensors 1 8 through 20 and from sensors 
35 through 40 and to control the feed air temperature supplied to the various zones 2, 3, and 4 based on a 
difference between the measured ambient temperature value and a room temperature target value (i.e., the 
desired temperature for each zone 2, 3, or 4-see column 5, lines 10-39]. 

The reference thus reads on the claims. 

Conclusion 

14. The additional prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Ljiljana (Lil) V. Ciric whose telephone number is 571-272-4909. The examiner works a 
flexible schedule, but can normally be reached weekdays between 10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Judy 
J. Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 

Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 

PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://p lm I uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
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Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 

CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ljiljana (Lil) V. Ciric/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3785 



